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 DANIEL W. HAMILTON 
504 East Pennsylvania Avenue 

Champaign, Illinois 61820 
217 244-5084 

dhamltn@law.illinois.edu  
 

  
 EMPLOYMENT 
 

University of Illinois College of Law  
Associate Dean for Academic Initiatives 
 Professor of Law and History, August 2008 - present  
  
 Faculty Executive Committee, 2010-11 
 Chair, Curriculum Committee, 2010-11 
 Chair, Appointments Committee, 2009-10 
 Co-Director, Illinois Legal History Program  

 Co-Director, American Bar Foundation/Illinois Legal History Seminar 
 Lectures Committee 2008-09 
 Law School Representative, Illinois Faculty Senate 
 Named Best Professor by the Class of 2011 
 Named 2L Professor of the Year by student body (2010) 

 Book Review Editor, Law and History Review 
 
Teaching Areas: Legal History, Property, Constitutional Law 
 
University of Illinois, Department of History  
 Courtesy Appointment, August 2008 – present  
 
BarBri Bar Review, National Lecturer, January 2009 – present  
 
Chicago-Kent College of Law 
 Assistant Professor of Law, August 2004-2008 

 Co-Director, Institute for Law and Humanities 
 Co-Director, Chicago Legal History Seminar 
 Chair, Speakers Committee 

Named Faculty Member of the Year by student body (2006) 
  
 American Bar Foundation 
  Visiting Faculty, January –June 2008  
 
 University of Illinois College of Law 
  Visiting Professor,  Fall 2007 
  

University of Illinois at Chicago, Department of History 
 Affiliated Faculty, August 2004-2008 
 
Pre-Law Undergraduate Scholars Program, Chicago Kent College of Law 
 Faculty, June 2007  
 
EDUCATION/POST-DOCTORAL APPOINTMENTS 
 
New York University Law School        
 Samuel I. Golieb Fellow in Legal History, August 2003-June 2004 
 

 Harvard University  
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   Ph.D.                March 2003 
           Dissertation:   “The Limits of Sovereignty: Legislative Property 

Confiscation in the Union and the Confederacy”   
   Advisors:         Morton Horwitz , William Gienapp,  
              Drew Gilpin Faust, James Kloppenberg        

 George Washington University   
J.D. cum laude, 1995 
Moot Court Board 
Student Member, Appointments Committee 

   Winner, International Law Society Writing Competition, 
 
  Oberlin College  B.A. with honors in history, 1989 
    Comfort-Starr Prize in American History 

 
 PUBLICATIONS  

 
Books: 
The Limits of Sovereignty: Property Confiscation in the Union and Confederacy during the Civil 
War, University of Chicago Press (2007)  
 
Transformations in American Legal History: Essays in Honor of Morton J. Horwitz, Volume II 
Daniel W. Hamilton and Alfred L. Brophy, eds. (Cambridge, Harvard Law School, 2011). 
 
(Contributors: Frank Michelman, Martha Minow, Owen Fiss, Stan Katz, Lawrence Friedman, 
Hendrik Hartog, Robert Gordon, William Nelson, Barbara Black, Mark Tushnet, William Simon, 
Laura Kalman, G. Edward White, William Forbath, Christine Desan, Yochai Benkler, Christopher 
Tomlins, Constance Backhouse, William Fisher, James Hackney, Edward Purcell, Robert 
Ferguson, Sanford Levenson, Jack Balkin , Katherine Stone) 
 

Transformations in American Legal History: Essays in Honor of Morton J. Horwitz, Volume I 
Daniel W. Hamilton and Alfred L. Brophy, eds. (Cambridge, Harvard Law School, 2009). 
 
(Contributors: Elena Kagan, Daniel J. Hulsebosch, Mary Sarah Bilder, Alison LaCroix, Sally E 
Hadden, Alfred L. Brophy, Polly J. Price, Lewis A. Grossman, Gregory Mark, Dalia Tsuk 
Mitchell, Stephen A Siegel, Christopher Schmidt, Elizabeth Blackmar, Asaf Likhovski, William 
Michael Treanor, Charles Donahue, Jr., Steven Wilf, Oren Bracha, Daniel W. Hamilton) 
 
Book Chapters: 
 “The Dred Scott Case, Emancipation and the Rise of the Fifth Amendment,” in David Konig, 
Paul Finkelman and Chris Bracey (eds.), (Edited collection of papers for the 150th Anniversary of 
Dred Scott, Ohio University Press, (2010) 

“Morton Horwitz and the Teaching of American Legal History” in Transformations in American 
Legal History: Essays in Honor of Morton J. Horwitz, Volume I, Daniel W. Hamilton and Alfred 
L. Brophy, eds. (Cambridge, Harvard Law School, 2009) 

 

Articles: 

The Confederate Sequestration Act, 52 Civil War History 373 (2006)  

“Popular Constitutionalism in the Civil War: A Trial Run” 81 Chicago-Kent Law Review 953 
(2006)  

“Introduction,” A Symposium on The People Themselves: Popular Constitutionalism and Judicial 
Review 81 Chicago-Kent Law Review 809 (2006)  
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“A New Right to Property: Civil War Confiscation in the Reconstruction Supreme Court,” 29 
Journal of Supreme Court History 254 (2004) 

"Judicial Interpretation and Enforcement of the War Powers Resolution."  2 Journal of National 
Security Law 139 (1998) 

 
Reviews: 
Book Review, “Getting Right Without Lincoln,” The University of Tulsa Law Review 
(Symposium Issue, Sanford Levinson and Mark Graber, eds, Summer, 2010) 

Book Review, The Papers of Abraham Lincoln: Legal Documents and Cases, The Journal of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association (2011)  

 “Hiding in Plain Sight: A Review of The Ideological Origins of American Federalism by Alison 
L. LaCroix,” University of Chicago Law School Faculty Blog (May 19, 2010) 

 “A Response to John Burt’s  ‘Lincoln's Dred Scott: Contesting the Declaration of Independence’ 
21 American Literary History 752 (Winter, 2009)  

Book Review, Burrus M. Carnahan,  Act of Justice: Lincoln’s Emancipation and the Law of War, 
American Historical Review, (forthcoming)  

Book Review, Harold Holzer, The Emancipation Proclamation: Three Views, Law and History 
Review (forthcoming) 

Book Review, Andrew E. Taslitz, Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment:  A History of Search 
and Seizure, 94 Journal of American History (March, 2008)  

Book Review, Stuart Streichler, Justice Curtis in the Civil war Era: At the Crossroads of 
American Constitutionalism, 73 Journal of Southern History 190 (2007) 

Book Review, William E. Nelson, The Legalist Reformation: Law Politics, and Ideology in New 
York 1920-1980, 24 Law and History Review 697 (2006) 

Book Review, Amy Dru Stanley, From Bondage to Contract: Wage Labor, Marriage, and the 
Market in the Era of Slave Emancipation, H-SHEAR, The Electronic Journal of the Society for 
History of the Early Republic (February 2000) 

Book Review, Paul Finkelman (ed.), Slavery and the Law, 30 Journal of Interdisciplinary History 
139 (1999) 

 
Edited Works/Encyclopedia Entries: 
 “Justice Joseph Bradley,” Yale Biographical Dictionary of American Law (Yale University 
Press), (2009)  

Symposium Editor, A Symposium on The People Themselves: Popular Constitutionalism and 
Judicial Review 81 Chicago-Kent Law Review (2006) 
Contributors: Larry Kramer, Morton Horwitz, Frank Michelman, Reva Siegel, Jack Rakove, Mark 
Tushnet, Neal Devins, Robin West, Richard Ross, Keith Whittington, Christopher Tomlins, Mark 
Graber, William Forbath, Sarah Harding, Sheldon Nahmod, Daniel Hulsebosch, David Franklin, 
Saul Cornell, Gerald Leonard, Theodore Ruger. 

 “The Confiscation Acts,” “Ex Parte Milligan,” “Ex Parte McCardle,” “The Civil Rights Act of 
1866,” “Texas v. White,” in The Encyclopedia of Reconstruction (Greenwood Reference, 2006)  

“The Confiscation Acts,” “The Reconstruction Acts”, “The Conscription Act,” “the Militia Act,” 
and “The Land-Grant College Act” in Major Acts of Congress (Macmillan Reference, 2004) 

"Benjamin Franklin Randolph,"  "Muscoe Hunter Garnett," and  "John Nicolay," in  American 
National Biography (Oxford University Press, 1999). 



 4 

 
 
 
INVITED TALKS, CONFERENCE PAPERS 

 
Commentator, University of Illinois College of Law Faculty Retreat, May 2011 
Panel Commentator, The Newberry Library, Land and Jurisdiction Conference, April 2011 
University of Michigan Law School  
   Panel Commentator, “We Must First Take Account” Conference, April, 2011 
University of Maryland Law School, Invited Speaker,  
       Symposium on Constitutional Law, February, 2011 
AALS Section on Legal History, January 2011 
             “Still Too Close to Call?  Rethinking Stampp's 'The Concept of a Perpetual Union.'"   
Central Illinois Chapter of the ACLU, November 2010  

“Is the Expectation of Privacy Shrinking?” 
Loyola Law School, Constitutional Law Colloquium, November 2010  
  “The Uses of History in Constitutional Adjudication” 
Constitutional Rights Foundation of Chicago, October 2010  
  “Birthright Citizenship and the 14th Amendment” 
Panel Commentator, Author Meets Reader Session, Law and Society Association, May 2010 
Commentator, University of Illinois College of Law Faculty Retreat, May 2010 
New York University Law School, Making Legal History Conference  
    “The Congressional Globe and the Interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment,” May 2010 
Panel Commentator, The Newberry Library, Conference on Legal Pluralism, April 2010  
University of Illinois, History Department, Keynote Address, Annual Awards Banquet, April 2010 
Ohio Northern College of Law, Dean’s Lecture Series, February 2010 
The University of Wisconsin Law School, “Constitutional Schmooze,” October, 2009 
Panel Commentator, The Newberry Library, Conference on the Law of Nations, April, 2009  
Harvard Law School, “A Conference in Honor of Prof. Morton Horwitz,” September, 2008 
The Historical Society, Annual Meeting, Johns Hopkins University, June, 2008  
University of Texas Law School Faculty Workshop, February 2008  
Vanderbilt University Law School Faculty Workshop, February 2008  
American Association of Law Schools, Section on Legal History,  

“New Voices in American Legal History” 2008 Annual Meeting 
George Washington University Law School, November 2007  
University of Chicago Law School, Conference on Business Ethics, Law and Slavery, Nov. 2007  
American Society for Legal History, October 2007 
University of Illinois College of Law, Faculty Workshop, September 2007 
Stanford University Law School Faculty Workshop, July 2007 
University of Colorado Law School, Property Works in Progress Conference, May 2007 
Washington University in St. Louis, School of Law, Dred Scott Conference, March 2007 
DePaul Law School Faculty Workshop, October 2006  
University of Wisconsin Law School, Law and Society Retreat, September 2006  
American Political Science Association, Institute for Constitutional Studies, September 2006  
Northwestern University Law School, April, 2006 
University of Chicago, American Political Development Workshop, March 2006  
University of Cincinnati Law School, March 2005  
University of Chicago Law School, Legal Scholarship Workshop, November 2005 
Chicago-Kent College of Law, Symposium on Popular Constitutionalism, Nov. 2005  
American Society for Legal History, November 2005 
University of Illinois Law School, Illinois-Chicago Kent Colloquium November 2005     
American Bar Foundation, Seminar Series, January 2005 
The Southern Historical Association, November 2004 
University of Illinois at Chicago, History Department, November 2004 
Boston University School of Law, Clark Legal History Series, October 2004 
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University of Wisconsin Law School, Law and Society Retreat, October 2004 
New York University Law School, Legal History Colloquium, February 2004  
American Society for Legal History, November 2003  
Boston Athenaeum, July 2003 
Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, June 2003 
Harvard Law School, Legal History Colloquium, April 2003 
Society for History in the Federal Government, March 2003 
Second Annual Conference on Race and Place in the Americas, University of Alabama, March 2003 
Tufts University, Fletcher School of Diplomacy, October 2001 
Harvard Law School, March 2003, 1999, 1997, 1996 
         Guest lectures in Prof. Christine Desan's course: The Shaping of American Constitutionalism 
American Society for Legal History, October 1997 
 
SERVICE 
Member, Prize Committee, Littleton-Griswold Book Prize in American Law and Society, 
American Historical Association       2009-2012 

Association of American Law Schools,   
 Secretary, Section on Legal History     2010-present  
 
American Society for Legal History, Committee on the Future of the Society 2007-present 

Ph.D. Dissertation Committees      2005-present 
University of Chicago, History Dept. 
University of Illinois at Chicago, History Dept. 

 
Co-Organizer, “Lincoln, Yesterday and Today”  
A Conference at the University of Illinois College of Law  April 1 & 2, 2010 
 

 Senior Honors Thesis Committees 
   University of Illinois, History Department   2010 

 

Guest, “Focus 580” WILL Radio, Supreme Court Review,   October, 2009, Sept. 2010  

Anonymous Reviewer, Research Board Grant, University of Illinois  2010 

American Society for Legal History, Program Committee   2009 Annual Meeting  

American Society for Legal History, Program Committee   2006 Annual Meeting  

American Society for Legal History, Membership Committee  2004 - present  

AALS Section on Legal History, Executive Committee  2005-present 

Faculty Advisor, American Constitution Society, Chicago-Kent Chapter 2004-2008 

              University of Illinois College of Law, 2008-present 

Tenure and Promotion Review Letters,  
 Two law schools       2009-10 
 
Anonymous Reviewer, Kansas University Press    2010 
 
Anonymous Reviewer, Law and History Review   2008 
 
Anonymous Reviewer, Ohio University Press   2007 
 
Anonymous Reviewer, Oxford University Press   2007 
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FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, GRANTS 
 
Research Grants: 
The Huntington Library, San Marino, California     2009 

Mayers Fellow 
 
New England Regional Fellowship Consortium  

  Funding for research at Harvard Law School and Boston Athenaeum  2009 
    
Institute for Southern Studies, University of South Carolina   

Research Fellow       2004 
The Huntington Library, San Marino, California     

Mayers Fellow       2004 
Gilder-Lehrman Institute for American History  

Research Fellow, New York Public Library    2004  
Boston Athenaeum 

Caleb Loring, Jr. Fellowship for Civil War Research   2003  
American Historical Association  

Littleton-Griswold Legal History Research Grant   2003  
Supreme Court Historical Society, Institute for Constitutional History    

   Grant to attend summer institute directed by Gordon Wood and Larry Kramer   2003   
      

Harvard University 
Center for American Politics, Research Grant                    2003 
Charles Warren Center, Summer Research Grants          1998 & 2000 

Harvard Law School 
Mark DeWolfe Howe Fund, Research Grants          1997 & 2000 

 
Prizes/Awards:  
Recipient, Dean’s Challenge Grant, Chicago Kent College of Law (2006)  
Hughes-Gosset Prize, Supreme Court Historical Society (2003) 
 Judges: Melvin Urofsky, Scott Powe & Robert Clinton 
Levenson Award nominee for Excellence in Teaching, Harvard University  (2000, 1999) 
Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard University (1998,1999,2000) 
Senior Teaching Fellow, Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, Harvard University (1999) 
White House Commission on Presidential Scholars, Distinguished Teacher (1992)  

 
 
 
 OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 Harvard Law School 

Executive Director, Harvard Law School Oral History Project, 1996-2003 
Drafted grant proposal that received $450,000 from The Spencer Foundation to fund archival 
research and oral history interviews for inclusion multi-volume publication on American legal 
education.  Includes interviews with: Archibald Cox, James Vorenberg, Gary Bellow, Derek Bok, 
John Sexton, Harold Berman, Robert Keeton, Elizabeth Bartholet, Ernest Brown, Andrew 
Kaufman, Christopher Edley and Anthony Kronman.  

 Principal Investigators: Daniel Coquillette, Bruce Kimball. 
 
 The Maret School, 1989-1992     
               Washington, D.C. 
 Taught  8th graders and 11th -12th graders: 

U.S. History, American Constitutional History, American Labor History 
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 President-Elect, The Countryside School Board of Directors, Champaign, Illinois 
 Member, Maryland Bar  
 American Historical Association 
 American Society for Legal History 
 Organization of American Historians 
 Past President, Georgetown Day School Alumni Association  
 Winner, “Alum of the Year,”2010, Georgetown Day School  
 Board of Directors, Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund  
   
 


